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Abstract From the late nineteenth century to the early twentieth century, French
colonial invasion transformed Vietnam from a feudal society into a semi-colonial
and semi-feudal society, subjecting its population to profound and multilayered
ethical crises. Driven by both Romantic and Realist impulses, Vietnamese literature
underwent a decisive process of modernization: Romanticism interrogated the
spiritual predicaments of intellectuals navigating new ideological currents, while
Realism engaged directly with the existential crises of the peasantry — the
overwhelming majority of the population. As one of Vietnam’s most accomplished
realist writers, Nam Cao (1915-1951) rendered, with remarkable psychological
depth, the ethical predicament and moral choices confronting peasants in the period
preceding the August Revolution of 1945. Drawing on the theoretical framework
of Ethical Literary Criticism, this article offers a systematic analysis of the ethical
predicament and ethical choices of peasant figures in Nam Cao’s short fiction,
thereby illuminating the tragic ethics of survival and the tenacious adherence to
humanistic ideals among subaltern subjects living under dual colonial domination
and feudal oppression.
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