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Title: From Colonial Metaphors to Ethical Identity Reconstruction: An Anti-
colonial Chinese Narrative in Babel

Abstract: R. F. Kuang, a Chinese American writer, received both the Nebula Award
and the National Book Award for Babel. Set against the backdrop of the Opium War,
this novel constructs a transcultural literary space that blends fantasy with a Chinese
narrative framework. Employing the theoretical lens of ethical literary criticism,
this paper examines how the novel generates a “Chinese narrative” of resistance
against colonial hegemony. The analysis focuses on the core metaphors of colonial
power embodied in “silver” and “silver-working,” the ethical dilemmas and identity
formation faced by the hybrid-identity protagonist, and the subversion of the
colonial ethical order by a revolutionary anti-colonial collective. The paper argues
that by blending ethical inquiry with historical reflection, Kuang’s rewriting of
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colonial history and reinterpretation of cultural identity open up new theoretical and
narrative possibilities for the Chinese narrative within Chinese American literature.
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