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Abstract: In The Drought, contemporary British writer J.G. Ballard employs toxic
discourse to depict an apocalyptic scene caused by a rare drought triggered by
human disposal of nuclear waste into the ocean, presenting the various behaviors
of humans in crisis and thereby unfolding a profound reflection on the ethical
relationship between humans and the environment. Through toxic discourse,
the novel reveals the severe damage that modern industrial waste discharge has
inflicted on marine ecosystems, directly attributing the root of the drought crisis
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to the unsustainability of modern industrial civilization. This highlights Ballard’s
ecological ethical thought of “harmonious coexistence between humans and nature”
and implicitly contains a pointed critique of anthropocentrism. In the extreme
circumstances of an apocalyptic crisis, both ethical environment and ethical identity
undergo profound changes. The novel’s construction of the ethical identity of
defenders of environmental justice and their ethical choice of “thinking with water”
express Ballard’s blue humanistic vision of “revering nature and protecting the
ocean.”
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1 % I Cenk Tan, An Ecological Study of J. G. Ballard'’s Climate Fiction Novels, Pamukkale
University, PhD dissertation, 2019; Fatma Gamze Erkan, Challenging Anthropocentricism in
Eco-Science Fiction Novels, Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2024.
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M TEY 5 (2024) ¢ 1002-1012.

2 0 R CEMAESHOTNEEE R ABHRL N A RE 5N
e, (PEEECE) 3(2025) ¢ 26-37,

30 AKXER (TEY Mol el A MmE, 51308k A J. G. Ballard, The Drought (New
York: Liveright Publishing Corporation, 2012). PA'F 5| SUAkRIE TS, ANFE——ii#.

4 2 Aldo Leopold, Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and There, Oxford: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1949.
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R S A A T 42 i — N B R R A X 48 FRATTAR B 7K Rl B B 2 R FE ) —
oy, XFRRZIBI R 2 S E A A A EKIEAE S, &
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SEARJ S, e R DOl AS B BT B B (BB 629) , )

1 20 EMAR O - BRI RO SCET L (R ANE

Biedi) 3 (2023) @ 35-43+160.

2 2, Soren Frank, 4 Poetic History of the Oceans: Literature and Maritime Modernity, Leiden:
Brill, 2022.

3 2 Serpil Oppermann, Blue Humanities: Storied Waterscapes in the Anthropocene, New
York: Cambridge University Press, 2023.
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