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Title: Constructing Narrative Courage: The Ethics of Aging in Staring at the Sun

Abstract: As an early representative work by Julian Barnes, Staring at the Sun
transcends the conventional female bildungsroman, offering instead a profound
literary inquiry into the nature of death and the meaning of life. Adopting the lens
of aging ethics, this paper examines the life metaphor embodied by the aircraft and
the philosophical reflections prompted by the computer in the novel. By contrasting
the ethical choices of the heroine Jean and her son Gregory in facing mortality, it
exposes the limitations of technological rationality in alleviating existential anxiety,
and explores how an ethical response to death may be realized through embodied
lived experience. The study contends that Barnes endeavors to construct a form of
aging ethics centered on “narrative courage”—a concept that reframes courage not
as a heroic relic, but as an everyday attitude through which ordinary individuals

confront aging and death, thereby transforming it into an intrinsic impetus for
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shaping one’s life narrative. This ethical vision vividly illustrates the evolution and
deepening of Barnes’s thought from individual existential meditation to broader
social ethical engagement.
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M [EAE K AR % « BB (Julian Barnes) K] (GRRAEFEIBSRSY (Flaubert's
Parrot, 1984) 7 4 KIS, FHIEIME "1 CBEALKFH)  (Staring at the Sun,
1986) EIK M E T AR R, FERE BN 6= B RS M 458 7 vF
WHRBUEKRE. > B, DI ARERNFRR s, e it
FHC BN ES T L EMER - PSR E S ANAE . ZEE - BEF (Andrew
Tate) 4% C(BERLKPE) #EEA “—F R IRIPERA N, 57— W&/ i

(novel of ideas) 7 (45| [ Childs 52) , FEAARE T 2% FAL I 2 HE L
KNSR (HHERSCAR T LU I, CRERLAPE Y & W A & 1 F IR o7 9
EPBIEN a2z —U RS, 5 EESHENZ @D &R E N EIZ A D)
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e, BAE LT AR S K 0 BE A B 78 BRI ke 4k B, 130T 25 2 HL g
(B ACEE A% o

TN A 3R BBl N T A5 002 08 A TR, 32 A0 BRLIZ T BN A AT 5 22 R
T B EUGE . [ AN 20 80 AR , IR BRI FUHF AR 7E PE 7 5 A %l &
PLH 5 B () 85 S BHREAE o TEBEAE B 7 b, 58 BL B 95 « 76 52 « IR 1  Christopher
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AL T4 CELRRREY A A2 B A0 SRR 0 SCAR IR 2 BRAR R . 2022 47 HH i 1
(I FM: ZWRACEE)  (Cambridge Handbook: The Ethics of Ageing) W&
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LW ) LS b E AR R SO AR B VPR RS S, I IRATIR D Z R G AR
BT A S KRR AR . SO AP B R, B
FROCHAE SRR I DAE R N BR R R ERR Y S RYE . © A S
ERX—E N IR A AT E NI ECR, K RME B A B G A
MR St B WAL R B A RS Bl EEC R S UHE AW S 4EE5 R
B, ERREZRIRRAEFRES SRR, HRA LTI 220
PR SCHILAE 1A BE O R 3 1 2R 0

CREALR IR T 5 B R i AR M P AL A (i 203, U2 R A
REAOAT AR TS AR AL 1O OB A B R N e R EIERTE, ERANHEEAC
“UHRIS —#LF B (Bruckner 3) o X — B & EIE /N £ 15
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BEEARRAlR) “ RBMPIER” BB 500 , T2 EREE 3 AR S A A AR B
RIME SR, WHE 248 (Arstotle) NiHE—0¥% B RFMEH NS EAR R
e, KHEE RN URSSEIFEZEMRIE” , JREN W BN
FEORBA S, SR B AR CNFORA S OB HIIE R (8D, ®RT
THEAWMEESTEHENSEEE L. kRILA, HBRWEFESR - L
(Samuel Johnson) #LAEFTA BN R 8 %, ST @M 55 T .

AN BT BFIERHIEL, EREGE FIREEAKNBE S m. Tk
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), At A SR e P AR RO UE SRR R T B AR R AR AL,
B4R 0 & T8 4 i ot AT B Az, R ROAIRIT B H R AL YL S SR
G2 B SRNAIIE, HIFE T5 WA . B GE R
K, ARESNCEAENFHFENESURRERIISNEGER . 8K
B A A AR G R S R ) AT R R, T TR R S O AN W R o 5B
SR, SBESIESM S, MA2Z5%H (physical courage) & —fiIEANI%R
BB © R T F1EMSy o 5 AR (020, FFRL 1 55 SR IH DR 4%
e XCHU R AR AR AR B  H BLIAE TS 1IRE /17 (Miller 189) o 7E)” X |, B
SARERT XS r “im< 2 5” , Bol LR 2 —FE H & AT
DO R SR IS S5 A7 T A B N AR SRR B AF & I R BT Bh I A A
B AU, BB E IR B AL ES R R R 5B, il
MOE IR SFALIE B S B, Gl B B RO P e OV B AR E R
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Ve AE . B2 AE AU i/ RE SR 3« BE R oMl ot a2 2 55 AU BELAR
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RFELARE WM TR (189) o TWifE (EBEAUKBHY H, RN R IHE
17, VINIX—MERHERR I 3L 50, A B8 AN 08 Lot M i B AT 3
Blo At A NBAEVHR THH F B EE RN & — P BV, B AR
S B P i E M RN S, FERRETN, GENAE L e B i
ST BAMESMEALRE: NEER PR B SRR E N AR
M7 BT 17) %, BIMZ G BOk s LB EW, MARFREZTKKR, 5
wE A E R VR AE, e BIm AR B Ll “BRLURIE” IESEIET. 5
AR N B — MO ELER, ST T A AME M Sk 5 A8 ) Y AR M
AEMmAERER, XA NEEN 2IME RS EBEMNMMERESR
NESIIA&RSE, & B 5 AN AR S LN IR 9] S HeEs: RS 1R
S, HHAZOMIMER . BRI SEREAT Sy, R imRra— A N N AR AR B S
BEE SRR . FERE T E SR QA R AT AR RN
S5 S, RAEN BRSNS AR .

SCARIN S, AU 5 R 2 AT 380 E 2 A0 T B 5 s .
i RER S AN BARIE T H A, AR IR A S R A I R . A
W RIFRIA, DU A CL AT SR S v EAUE A R AR I N GG B R B
W, S0 SN A0 TH I 0T I R PR A A S I 4535, e T A B A7 5 055 Ao 7 A 4 52 %60
HESRI AR RIT IE SR . GRS, AT 482 W A 40 e A A iR 56 1
B, HEERMNERESMYEA S, BhIHGE R AR R R R
b, THENEBHEB RS, RN E R EE T, SHBAF
EWNET. = F B LR, REHEARGENTEFEA, HANF A & E X
IRE, mAPIZIEAEI DR SRS AN FE T b EHATEN
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Reshth: HAZOIHAROOGEAMETE IS N AR S, 1EE T MRS
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B BERNERY . BT AUS, I RA& A ar @ s B R A N
e Stk
. LRTRABRBHNESNEENEES

DU AT WS, B AR T A 3 e 0 2 AR 46 2R B N R IR
RARFUEF B, LRZTEUPE 7 GH KT FHRNE CRITE S
W RIS IR AT « ZE4REE/R (Otto Lilienthal) [¥i¥ #ISEE °, A
BERAE NS B IR v 22 55 55k B I ST A1 4. 1903 4F, SRAFILG (the
Wright Brothers) AT A F) KAT &% E CSKBL AT 4280 71 /AT, AR T AR
PR [T, SEAE AT @8 O NS R A IRZRFNBIRE R RAL - CBERL R BH D)
X RAT A B H AR 5IX AR KA AR RN, AT E N BT D
YIRAMEEZ R, BRAMIERIRZIIE W, WRMFHFIWIMERIE. H
GAL R LA B MR K 5 E T AWIRIL, R& ROy BT AETIf
A U SR A

RS b, VAT SRR RO AR WU RS T RE .
A I ST ) 4 TR T 2 A i A O SR B B AR AR I, DR AT R R A RS e
FEo HMAERR b B 2252 ST AR N TRCE MR A, AR LS BT
RN B, BRAC “IEARE SR ORGSR, &
FHZWMPFK—BARL”  (62) , FFKEARKRFESON “ShiRe”, 5l
S “TOBRAERDEIIGE. RIS KSEE Rk EaT (63) , PULETZR
N B AR SRR RO . AT AR R T B R B AR S
PRI RS, B EE G E IR TR E . MR R R AR B AT DU
AFIRF SRR AR D BRI B, SRR WO B A B AR BEE 1

FEATEN R b, AT 28 2 5 U JB A v 4 B 5 U AR R I sk T
B H)LTHEERAK MG, BEERMLREMEE NryE™, E
AELRFER I H 3 AT » A B KL — BUARASE TR, T3 R B a3 (Al R ], 7£
AIRAAE P AW RINZLR, FEmdE T ESNEmid. B R
WrRERr S, R0 RHLEUR T RS, doR — A L AR (Fuentes 3) o K
AT AR HIAEAE TS B R T FiRAL X R AR S ZINAE SR, B
b S REEE RR T, B SRAE I 23S o R R Ak S B SE, B
WER L PEERTTEE, ROMA-CREE. b ER P R 2 Rk
AR, JRSE R A S5 BOAS 1 7 B R PR o, AN AR EAGE, Bl
1 73 RRE A o [ A A s g R B0 8, AR i e R T 20 a2 vh Ty 2%
TERIEGR . ARHR 2 E = H AR « B8 (Herbert S. Zim)  (KF5BISHLY  (Rockets and
Jets) —Fid iR, —Ai42 “Wan Hoo” ¥ [E BHEHE 52 8 AT KRS80 . 2 I Hebert
S.Zim, Rockets and Jets, New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1945.
2 W %EE DK ikt Cebladh: —aiEmmT LK), EW AR, dbst: b
FHUEHUR AR, 2015 48, 5 17 BT,
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P RBMIHUT R IRE R LR, 3P 7 ORI AR S AR, K
U, RAT SR AR A G BB BURE ST R, ORI 8] 42 AR
JIEMIHE TSR ERAESX ~BERIFFEXET, Wb AT
BT MEEREARE B ARSI, MR A SRR
ITEREZIAN, EAEME S SRR, R 8 (o m] gk
VR ATBIZE,  5e o 2B dir A PR ARG B 81 R

R4, VITEZRMITHESEaE By &, W8GR 5B
RRMEINEN. AL, HREHNBRX 2R, HREFIEET
A i o I Z AR B . B 2R N BB fE T SR AR RALIFBERLRFH, B T A8
AL, SBHAGH CMEaE. oh, e il -t ATty G, %
A CREmE I mEN R EAN” KGR, HE A ST
#E B RA M2 = e SRR AT A AN S 2 3 WA AT 1 2 KAk
57, SRR IUIX —HEZW T 8 B A (R SR I ™ k. AR S U SR
R & AL XA AL BEARITAMRUE, AR IE IR R, T2
TxF BB 2L 1 LA S U E I XTSRS B R
BRI WA BB TIET R, 2 Oy A N A i g o et
M2 B8 A RATMALKIBFAT N, EE ML B S8 X5
Mg H SRR E . B, AT ADURRCR Bk, A T2 5
AU A ALRER 7y, AR GE R R BUR A IS O — M e BB AN 1TE), H
RATE G N F R SR B S B

1 S0 KAz « BRI  CEEURBY , THAMNE, Jdbnt. MBS 50070 W A,
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SRR GE RIS, RAT AR AR A% B A R Y B B AR S A AR WL 5 40T
PhoE, mZEACN—FELATERSE RS . SR B T BN, R
BE [ 2RI MRS A RN 7 (110) o B KIHAFmislr 51 2 7, i
I —Wfr 2 F S B B A 7 (110D o AthoRE AT E R A O AR AT
KRBT, IRy “ B se o )7 (1) o XA AR [H
FERIR T FEFEL . TR, S 5 B3k fh— 20K S a0 KL, &0
IR TCIE B R SRR R, ERTISE 7R, R, Ak E A
AN RE S T AT 50K, G HL 51 B AR 22 iR, RS RE AR
Ko BRI RATIENL, M ERFIE N AEERIA 7. SR, SERRAL K
WU A0 2 B H AR AN ] B I B R L. RV i AE 22 VAT T R A S R
FORBL, AR A AP b IR “ HETUEmE” (110) . X
—REAGN R T ARNI T [F — BRI RSV, RS T PR ERSR
AFEEAEHEEE . RERAR AT 8RFAOETRAL, LR B S
FEIEAME N B G B RAR, Mg BT E MR T —Fr il g KAWLk
UUUE e AR AN . R AT P R AN E PR AL I N B AL, A2 oL
H AR A 4

AR EARAN S, RATSHRMC ST AR, M T A 7 AbXFE T
AU — PR R EEFEZHRK, X -BRER[EEY. SRR, N
WHADNFIER LT —— I ENS A TR (AD ’AA. 50 7 EE
XFAET S B B A R

=. U ENARENRAREE SR TERE

IR AT BACER TR BRI A S SR, W ATHEN (AT
BRAG WHRALE —F KSR 7. BN BE MR AR AU T £
JERIERAE . A% T RS A TH LA I AR, G T ARk U B B s
6y 2 ) e SRR B, el R P Ak, AT B N BE R B A BRI
Bio  “SCAACHSALVF EORILPP R RENEREASCAI P 528, AN RAEIZ &
LI BRI T GEE2R], SCAR B AR SR
200 o EHEERS E RS A PGB RE, BATT AU IR /NI REAA AR R B o /)
YLE S = e e RE TR IR B W, AMUEMANDNEE, &
=+ )\ WA LT R A AR Ok A, AT NIRRT B 1%
B, A MROGAEURAE TIRZIA . A REA BIREE, T2 SO i
AR (178) , ZRAFOAFERIWE, REIR T ER R SRR
WHILIR . PR RT, ZEAMENRTEE, 5ZMERAR —MiciE
FIAE LR BRI AR . AU /NG BRI TS, 4 5
AL 2 T B R AL SO A ERTE 1)U T 51 R I 2R dr G B E L. BRI
AR A R SRR, SR T AR I A . /RIS (Emile
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Durkheim) 7E { H %18 ) (Suicide: A Study in Sociology, 2001) HKf H A€ XN “
S B O RITE 2377 A2 X i S (0 SE PR AR B0 B (1) 47 30 B Bl ) 4 kb 5|
EIETS” (1) o /ANGLFRR “EFEFER” EfEd AR, ERmi 3% T
BREEUATRR, HATIIA G AR 5SRO, Tarrai/Ralm
XTHE AT N EAES ES MR R E . EXMHFETT, BAEREN T —M
FIR TN, BEAAERN RGN, — MR 5H 2 Sl i i
R T 2. SR, XL E AR TS, HFEBEA S 2 1V P8 4R Rl
WA, GRS M. IEWSCATR, REHSRI BRI T ZENKUF
K, BN GIRMR TN . CHEiE: “CHRAGEETE AN RS2
HOPRAE, T HACZ AR TR T, SURER, Ao Bl — Rt
FENBNSHFIERZFEN , BUFAMUR L ZFIBs) 2, & “RIT TEF
ANBEBR MRS . XL G R 2) 8 tH— P A SIS s B E X2 F
EE” (169 . ttFLUEEERE B, EhaR, AL E5hE525%
TR T T2 BB, ST i 2 A a2 I 9. nf
JERRT S . fERXFERAL T ST, MR A B RS SR T 1€ 1)
EFRYWT, AR AR A IR RS S ks, T ST A L A
SR EXT A7 AE AR B I RVH

RO A2 AT I A R KR, AN BUFHEAT B @ TH RN TR B
B4 . ZRA APt T2 RIEFTAES BRI BTE BER AR (17D . TG
HARFEM “xt 53”7 (TAT) #EARS, N LR RegR s a4
REMETARAR, AEFRMCT — VISR AWM E R . BE RGN &, NTEY
UURRHE A, XA TIRZI K . TAT RGE RS —Fhf AR 4 B 0% A%
JE B IA, B IR AR IR T 12 AR S TORR 1A A 3 e ok
PN G B S AR AT RME . A% B AR A T L A Al
R AIRFBE W RZIFR AR (175) o IXAFE AL BT A /8 B RYE T
BESE, (HSZIRAD H S RAERGESIEC YR —Fh S S, MhiEEEAEY
PR AT, AN N EIEAE 253 2] — N RE 0 DRI PR AR ) &8 4%
(PIAREL o ARTT, X iR AR iy i S I 4 o IS AR im) 1) 23K, MG i Bk
R TR ERE. TCiefhan T B i) O 2, IEGE R, HE RS R4
[IEESE T, BN LL “IXAR— AL (1900 fENEIR, KR Z
(AR BERN ) A2 4R 5 M JE i 2 o MR A AT TR« AN R () v 5
ML, X G FE RS Y RES e TR T R L . X PP EE A By, AR [
— PRI R AL BPUCh @ RN 2 O T AR IR IS SR, wh
REFRMRAET., MIMHARH A R EE . DU R E O HZET e, A3
LN TS IEAR S, BEMAEERGIEA. | R RS
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B 745 BERMRHA R R B “miR” (knowledge) 5[] T “ & ” (wisdom) ,
PHE B A SR T E GRS . A SRR 1) NP bE 5 S s AR S, =S oe
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NBLR RS, KRR — R NEARG RGO LR, SR —
il 52 Al e Rk SR BER it O PR B I AR . EERITE 80 AEARE Y
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HHL AR RIS KRG, RSP Z i B BAE T = MRA
PR “FETRBRLXM? BRHEETAREN? AR blaR? 7 (2200
Gy LT AET S R T BRI DA AR A B H ERGA F . B IX B
] R HR P e NIAFAE AT, Pt AL [B] 49 J 17 B AR A A4 10 X6 26 T2 I8 (1) %
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