AR « Praimfob s sT o it el
Y

NEWE: FAL - ek - THAEAXEANGFA. A CGRI T A FHR
FAE A ENHT, W B R SRR AT RS RE T IE
ME RN T EXHEEERLT R ERBMEARS LONEN, #TET
THEMBFENG R TAMNEET XRAKE. BRI 7 @ E A LLEAAT
BOE R B R o IR B R ERR A .

KR FEAL e HHEAE FE O JE

EEEN: K, HMEKFEEFRAR, FEHRATHAREXF. KX
AEFAFELTE “FAE - wedi” [TEH: 12BWW039T H Bkt
RER.

Title Commercial Symbol and Consumption Ethics in the Poems of Philip Larkin
Abstract Philip Larkin is one of the most distinguished poets in 20" century. By
analyzing the goods and advertisements depicted in Philip Larkin’s poems, this paper
points out that the goods and advertisements have obtained “symbolic value” from
“meaning transformation”, thus the consumption of symbolic meaning of goods
represents value that goods force upon people. Further on, the paper explores the
changes of lifestyle caused by consumerism, ethical guidance of commercial culture
as well as the confusion and meditation of people overwhelmed by consumption and
modern life.

Key words Philip Larkin; consumption ethics; goods; advertisement

Author Chen Xi is Professor and master’ supervisor at the School of Foreign
Studies, Hunan University (Changsha 410078, China). Her major research field is

English and American literary studies. Email: chenxi@hnu.edu.cn

fu e AR R IR A AR AN, h AR AR TS AE AR S S L
Tt DA 25 B TR RE R D S, Al H i T BN b 22 5 Mk T
SR AL GE LG IR I AR IRIZ — ZIRTE Dk T T I — Rl e
S IR A DL AR 85 IR SRR , DR 32 T SRR R AF B B 5 B A AR,
JEE 73S HH e R a2 (1 IO A O T A3 T, 42530 b AAT IS 38 A3 A A (1
AL, BLRAE R b A R R, i o AT AR5 U7 30 1l AR s A

g, AEBUACE LA B RESR M b, P et CEEUAC R, T



Commercial Symbol and Consumption Ethics in the Poetry of Philip Larkin / Chen Xi
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MIEAT o NATTTE DRI B Ak T 995 2 IS AR 0 A ) S B 5 2, 1 A AN T 25 376
SRR S BRI R AR, AT R AN v (R A AN R, 1 2 il
TERS A5 1 e AR

TERL A ARG e e fy, BEE SR N, . Bk
J&, T W IF IR e E A S AT, BIARHE 2% 3 AU SR T AT AR 456
FAAGE T, AR T ATERXAN AR A GRS W d R E
B — AR v, VR B R NS 3 KA Ut 20 ¥ 8 H A AT 2 3
HRS Al LR O AP ST R B A A, ANATTRE RS Sl R T AL B8 a0 < DR T 1)
SRBORII B, R (RN TIRSIE AR E rh RRIE , AATDRE R o %) P A
JER < 7K A ) T TR I CATHERH 73-74) , AT I AEAE T B, TERT A Rk
EEIEAT, FERRAEXT R SRR 2, R CBURHSE TS (R%E
B 73) o MRAE S IR — AN e sE W IR ZI RN, PG 0 2 K27 B A5 I gk
K R T A 3R 7R IR W o DA SIE R 5K A B A BEARAIE Y B i 23 () 453 21 £RAE,
Fr N TIBREARM AW, —2EFREEES. BESRHES “ HEE G S kR
IS RERE AR (ARMER] 74), @O RS RIX TS N 25, KK
3R JK PRI PR BCER 2 R AR O T VRIS 32 S AR T T e S S T AL R
WRUA, FEHL4: LT AR R S e b, 3P E ORURS 188 3 18 A 7 4 (R R 3 XL,
FEFEm T REANIZ B IR RF A AR T T, A IR KR R RO kT P OCRT H
PN ERT R A AR, S IR P S5 1 A B 4 1 R =
Mo PTLATE, T SRR AE SR 2 A 3k I v i 5 (R B, U B < A T Y X
8 SCHHFAAREIACHE 25 (1) e Jr R RE 2

AFERTE CRIATEARF AR RN ISR A DA SR A it
R, WEFCERT R it S ol 32 UL R AT R A 1 o AHEBH DLBHIE 1) #2 1 & X
(Schema der Einfuhlung) >4 JEhl 2347 7 55 i & D FUBLZ (& o 7 v R &2 1
FERT IR RN, 0TI A A A N G BRI R 1 s 2 (1) 8 1 D) o) i 1)
A, XA i RS R A A 6 A B A A B A 1 (TR E 49) o 7S Ao AT
N5 — I R BUAE AT 5 AR BRI /o s, 5 —J7 T, A4S 2
MNARATT BT 2B 7= (R R RS T B S, T AR T A ) G AR ) B bk T
NINE . AHEWISCT A0 B B IS R 7 T R e A K00 308 VR A
I SRAE; A2 B 20 55 G SRR, AR RS S JCFLAS NI 8 e B v ¢
56 B Mop A OC EARFN R S (S .

AHERIARS X RN R s A (b 2B T S A . feAML—3ET
AR FACH [t T, MR R A= A TR, A AR S a7 I W (R Y
T ELR7 G 0 0 T 7 b SCHH S R ) TUR B I i =252, [RIINF, At v 2502
WA, el AhAe )\ AR L T — S Bt 440, A8 4 I g [R) o
ST I, IX BRI b S i T A )9 SO R R R . eAh, TR
£ (B2 ) « CGERFERTTEAL) B GRED) » ARRER D ST R
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MR V% EBERIE. “OUke. ZLEB /L ge . RSKEET L HIRENL. A
FOSE. R BRTE. wfidtas. Bimayl. wiE. RNEFH. 1w
PARCIE: 3o

BRSSP 2 A 3 5 4 i H AR 2 AN [R) ST 10 T it A2 NI i oL 10 44 o 2
HBLE R T AL (Blake 164) , EZAMAAR 1 TIXANBLE, BoA XX R
GAHAT RSB A AR A, LS, Ay U A RILBI TR0 2 X
SET A T AR ZN 0, H BOAE TR R AT AR S BT ANE (K R K R
o P S RIS 2 DS, et (/NSRS IKORTE A ) X E Rt 2 41 1 i s
FROVEIA R AT dh: TS0 RRIRINRZ . KEAR. TH. 487 A fEpe.
RRARKE e -

The large cool store selling cheap clothes
Set out in simple sizes plainly

(Knitwear, Summer Casuals, Hose,

In browns and greys, maroon and navy)
Conjures the weekday world of those

B T 0 KT 5 B R B R R

fif 22y kX 1] PR 48 2

(St 8%, ERRRKZ. KE*K,
e, ke, Re, BFEE)
AUER T AN TEE

Who leave at dawn low terraced houses
Timed for factory, yard and site.

But past the heaps of shirts and trousers
Spread the stands of Modes For Night:
Machine-embroidered, thin as blouses,
RATTBE B B AR AR B9 B T
BAST) . I

B KM% T MAET S5
HRE —H B ALR:
LER %, H#EEXR,

Lemon, sapphire, moss-green, rose
Bri-Nylon Baby-Dolls and Shorties
Flounce in clusters. To suppose

They share that world, to think their sort is
Matched by something in it, shows
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FEA. KE. M%. ZHB6
RERA, BILWITE, #HiE
g AR AR, R

Al E AR, K

AT A R FAE, 3t

How separate and unearthly love is,

Or women are, or what they do,

Or in our young unreal wishes

Seem to be: synthetic, new,

And natureless in ecstasies. (101)'

%, BLA, ST,

B AT AR 42 B AR 52 ey 46

=% L HE T ATEE

T N2 B

AN, FEe, B, AR IORR )

KT WE AR — T AR A 7 B BCE B BRI A . AXFF IR (Plainly)
PRI IE, 2t K, ORI . XK MRl AR e
(R AR = R 2, SO Dl 222 AR IR s 1 Bk 25 10T ORI T 55
YERIR 157 803, IR AMAT T A 7= e 7= i o 3 et A2 7= R A i ey T 40 02
BUBCHRIVE), R —fFaf e — B —FE, BB RE e, 1 AR P= IR Ee Rk 1) 57 30
GRT h AR A, W T A, AR AT R B A R, R Al
MR T EAME. TR EAE ™, KR RS, &I, &
PR AR M R — HEH B R R AT AR AT TR N R IR R o )9 2
T B il PRI A5 2 SRV o R A T B A B R S ak s S T A, AR
H R A S AR A LRI . A NTFURIE, s S X SRR (AR
J A5 B8 AL IR SR P IR, e AT AN P a7 S TR RS 1 A2 2 WL TR 45
FRARTE, PUEA TGN S S Fr R . WA, ek, BUia, X
FEARIS R (Bri-Nylon Baby-Dolls and Shorties) , A% ki1 b 215 4 370 F1 BMf o
IX LA M B ok I B2 L e IR AT, TR AATERAR B 2 N 5215, R 26y
i ARG 2 NATTI T 2 AR, 1 e B S5 i e s AR — R P s SRR AR
R s S, AL, DO TIXEE, s TR .
TSRS b, X ELHbRICIE IR 7 e A AR AR, — o 0 ok sk i 1y B
A& “natureless in ecstasies” . H. “NEH4R” (natureless) T “4H3RE K ”  (ecstasies)
IEAE IR 2 B S AR S 2 AR T 55 38 O R0 BRI

EREC GXHL)  C “Here” ), R NS T ANATERE R R I, 6] R R 6
H T &, O RIS (R b 1) RN AR R B 7 380305 A2 11 PR K
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Push through plate-glass swing doors to their desires-
Cheap suits, red kitchen-ware, sharp shoes, iced lollies,
Electric mixers, toasters, washers, driers. (70)

I AT ], BRI 2 i —
BHEORR, a6nEFRL SR0ET, Kix
WA, HEA, B, KR

FERT A AL B, T B AR SR T ISt A IR S 1, JCIESR SR M A i
SEAR AL I T BRI S b A PRI AR OB IR B AR AR GG T K SRR . Rk AL
AR NAT S, 51 AT AR, okl sE A A HERS IR M A SO iy
SR i AR B8 SCAREAE SR RS B2 SR E AL, 1B fn (RN
g AT BTty IR IR T ERIT AR / FOESBOROR” , IXATRRIA
Hoopduigzr 7 0l sl A AT a8k . FEIXFE R Tl bt s B, A
I AR 9 MRS 7, JFH R KB itr, A
KRBT EMNE. WP, kR TESIME.

P AEH S T A I A SRS A, LA X L) i BT AR 131 9
T EI IR T WROREECT B SO IAE B AR, DR ANATIRAE 3
FETH B S A BLACR P IR PEAN S48 o OB eIV R, el LT B LA 5%
W 5 WL T AR AT 2, DUEAL M BRI 2R eV IR S5 ML T
PR SE P T W, BRI E AT RN B RO S . BAR BB AL S
O RL-2) e a BRI a7/ D0 iy QU O KU S R e 0T QT e P SR Y (LD B
AT RIS — FEARCRE A T RRIRE,  RE R AE Rl AR L, TR B U 5
T 3 S AT A AT HEIE SRR S AT W5 I8 SR 2324 0 N 2R H AR (2
TH 2l 5 SCRVE SR 32 SOBh T 2% £ H I B E ARG, AR IRl S i SR A8
MNATTAAFBORIL S, ARAF ORI A o 38 KR == SR A AR R S 1) A= 37 5 A
AT TN i 5 98 Ziat T, WK W IE L ORI T SRR TR AR A
SOREHT S ST SO AR IB SR H AR, 9 B (R 15 bR A 1 AT
RO RERD MRS =2 ARG H a9 = .

FENTERETEM IR T, e A DU S 25 P RT dh DLIR 7R AT 5 31 2
MU, IR XS 5t A SRR AR 2 L AT R A8 75 1 3 A i 225 v 52 2 1
i W PR SO R I RSk e T B E,
JIT A IR L Ty AR 2 A i VS HE R OC R 7 (Day 21), i) 5 22 i BA
REAT RUHAE I B8 ™ dh Z [ S G AR, DA B s A ALE T 1A% IE
A RORRE, AR R RIBS  BRIRS ATEIAE S (E R
FE 9) o AE (HUMAET) h, AHED] 85 M i A Rk T AR A IR S B
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FE ST I AT — PP BT, AR B B A BRI A7 (Motion
321) o ] IR BOAR I S | T e, Al RE T A B L), B
CERTTIEY Hfy “Fah) 457, (1914) Hf) “Bkfz) M7, XSk
BLT T EAE TR H I AAFERIAL, AL, frEieS TIE LTSN
TR CRITREE) A CBHOGHIA IE SI 2D o

VET AN HERRI R —— CGERIRE ) on T) 5 BT H A0
WIHZFFAENVER LM T pralg B AR R ML & T
TS S R E H A5

In frames as large as rooms that face all ways
And block the ends of streets with giant loaves,
Screen graves with custard, cover slums with praise
Of motor-oil and cuts of salmon, shine
Perpetually these sharply-pictured groves

Of how life should be. High above the gutter

A silver knife sinks into golden butter,

A glass of milk stands in a meadow, and
Well-balanced families, in fine

Midsummer weather, owe their smiles, their cars,
Even their youth, to that small cube each hand
Stretches towards. These, and the deep armchairs
Aligned to cups at bedtime, radiant bars

(Gas or electric), quarter-profile cats

By slippers on warm mats,

Reflect none of the rained-on streets and squares
o G KSR, HEALYT L
BRI T B R K,

WEM N ERES, FREWR

XABH R = X s R TR
K7 PR R X 46 7| ) B AR R
AENZRE L. BETAREZ L
AR T] AT A J oy 3 L
LM e NS

"R RE, ERFREANHTER

BEE, MEMAL, BHEMINGEE,
BAFEITE
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(A EE) . WoZ —NmesE
MRS, BRAHBE L,
B T wadraE) 424

They dominate outdoors. Rather, they rise

Serenely to proclaim pure crust, pure foam,

Pure coldness to our live imperfect eyes

That stare beyond this world, where nothing's made
As new or washed quite clean, seeking the home
All such inhabit. There, dark raftered pubs

Are filled with white-clothed ones from tennis-clubs,
And the boy puking his heart out in the Gents

Just missed them, as the pensioner paid

A halfpenny more for Granny Graveclothes' Tea

To taste old age, and dying smokers sense

Walking towards them through some dappled park
As if on water that unfocused she

No match lit up, nor drag ever brought near,

Who now stands newly clear,

Smiling, and recognising, and going dark. (113)
CAIGIE T EAN . SR, AT ST
TRREN RSN, SERE B R Fr S B A B
ENE|RATH A 58 F 0 IR o
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IR SRR TS AURIYESFIR K “as large as rooms” , i HAEFAT] A
P TAATE “face all ways” ,  AATTE KB SLEEZE 5 4% 1 RSk “block the
ends of streets with giant loaves” . =& T 7 [ 2 L “cover slums” . “high
above the gutter” . “rising serenely” (55 "RF17) HE G0 T 44 4 “ dominate
out-door” . J7HEA I E AN AATE S TR AR HERENESR, UZ
T RSN P AR, BRI ) R 2 A 252 . O T Ik BXAN H
B, TS E ARG MI—ANE 4 g UMK A imm . HBEE (A
silver knife) . J5fr (cuts of salmon . golden butter. A glass of milk stands in a
meadow) , #Fi&E M) i =% (the deep armchairs cats. radiant bars. slippers on
warm mats, cars) . XSSP T —ANFIRE . PROR . SRRV S A 5K RE 1 [T
(Well-balanced families. owe their smiles. Even their youth) . & %[ /&: IX
MPUREEM AN T B ) &0 ( “small cube each hand/Stretches
towards) , R, JTEHEAEGI W, JTEESERRAAT, W F T AT
PR AR ST N —FEE 2 PR IREFE R AR E L, B, T7H R
T TR SAEN .  CGERRTAE) RSN S 2 AR, B W 2
IWHIPE SRS, B RA SRS WK R R B S, T RS S B4
I4HE BH BE. R

BT 5 R B A B 2 AT 248 (1) 58 S, BT LR 48 703X 1 1 e i
A )5 R Z R e e 3 R BRI T G 100 A N BT 9T S,
VK BRI G T B, RARHE T 35T, AR IR L RN B ) A 2
R ANTE AT Z, 5 g R RCAS B8 S BB sz b B RN “ FH
7o P, FERFREOSE Y, AR RS TR UK, “9R
FETCE” s AMUAEILSER “ e e” , Mg bis . e T R seth . wad
FA T P G R L S A 3y 1 T P 5 20 B, R N e 7] 2 B e s IR SR IR ARG 427
SR SO A T 2 PR o S B R SO XM SO A B A SRR A A
T CRES 7 I B, v B ) R AN T A RANE, TR RS E
RIR dn pr A I SAEE S S0 SO (BB 114-115) o CSERUREAED , (FH
TCIRGE I ST EE ) TP LS S T BB SR ST AR SR TR
FEAB IR 28 AR IR 5 3K T i S P (0 X o 2 A A 3 2 3% Bl IR AR TR A T o
ik 25 ki a2 T 2L (needs) 1V B HE AR A T AR AR (wants) RV 2%, JREDXTAR
ARG I A, IR A OB Y SR AR B e St AR 1 5 R ) AR
Bt kIR, ToTE TR NS N T T P AR T 2 AT
SURACAE P ARG S5 2, TGk A SR A T s A B ) AR T
MM, T8 A AT A RIS S H 3RS A R 3 2% 2O & SOR IR

Pl RN AR T RENE” FEAWMTR: 2R R
g, —RNWMARL. WEXWATE, MRS T S X, SO ARERER &
SRS AR, AR AR M SO S AT 5 RAE, Bl LETH 2 16 RS A
FEFh A S TR B A A Fh ) SR AR (McCracken 77). | 35 A X o 20 161
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I B St el o v R P R YRS A PR AT O BRI AR FOX AN I A SN
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WMEAMEA IS “AEmFEDINICE T, L ANWTER S 2 20080 b7
B ek (qtd BWHE 19 . CGERREE) s BRIl T Lotk
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1. Thwaite, Anthony. ed. Philip Larkin: Collected Poems(London: Faber and Faber,2003). L. [Nf#
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