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Title: Translating Aniara: A Temptation and a Challenge

Abstract; Harry Martinson’s Aniara, an epic with scientific fiction character, is one
of the most important classics in Swedish literature. It is composed of 103 poems with
different styles and avant-guard spirit, and is regarded as a work very difficult to
translate. The difficulty is first of all in that its language is very localized and person-
alized, with many own created words. Therefore, there is a large distance between
the original language and the target language, even obstacles. Some words/ sentences
are even unconceivable by Swedish readers, not to mention translators. It is almost a
“mission impossible” to translate it and also like an expedition into an unknown area.
For a translator who is willing to make the expedition it is certainly also a temptation.
Key words: Harry Martinson; Aniara; temptation and challenge
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translator. After graduated from Central Academy of Drama in 1985 with a M. A. de-
gree he went to Norway to study at a doctoral program at Theatre Institue of Oslo Uni-
versity and has stayed in Scandinavia since then and worked as teacher in Chinese

language and as a translator. He has published several books of fiction, literary criti-
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cism, plays and literary translations. He was in many years director and editor of lit-
erary magazine Today and also board member of Swedish PEN and Vice President/
General Secretary of Independent Chinese PEN. Email : maiping. chen@ comhem. se
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Kom vagga lojd och fancie, lockar Daisi

Go dorm i vansie, or gain i dondel

Min dejd dr gander, jag drv lam och gondel
Och vept i taris, gland i deld och yondel.
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