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Title Miracle and Violence as Phenomena of Hope and Happiness: On Bjgrnson
and Beyond Our Power

Abstract  Beyond Our Power Part I (1883) and Part II (1895) ,two controversial
plays of Bjgrnstjerne Bjgrnson (1832 —1910) , are his most important works. In the
two plays, what Bjgrnson attempts to tell the audience is that the difficulties and pains
always brought about the desperation to people in the years which were absent of mir-
acle and the desperation was bound to evoke the violence which was expected to cre-
ate miracle; as a result, the social violence brought about the revolution which had
changed the destiny of some people while it could not entirely change the living condi-
tions of the social mass and enable them to shake off poverty and suffering. There-
fore, miracles and violence can not change the society; however, only charities and
social evolutions can bring about the happiness for mankind. Meanwhile, Bjgrnson
brings onto the stage liberalism, capitalism, socialism, anarchism and terrorism to re-

present the capitalists, workers, revolutionaries. Hence, his criticism towards isms
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(doctrine) has been revealed completely.
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