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Title: The Nature Images in W. S. Merwin’s Poems

Abstract: The essay analyses the nature images in Merwin’ s poems, and points out
that the images, though similar to the traditional symbolism and metaphor, places
more emphasis on the level of juxtaposition and misplacement of images, with ingredi-
ents of unconsciousness. Nevertheless, with the presence of many images, the poetic
narrator’ s subjective identity and subjective awareness become ambiguous. This phe-
nomenon is actually related with Merwin’ s pursuit of harmony between man and na-
ture. On the one hand, the nature image is an abbreviated hint, which is involved in
the existential experience of human being by means of “alienation” and “vacancy. ”
On the other hand, this phenomenon is caused by the unconsciousness of natural ima-
ges. Merwin tries to convey the communication and recognition of nature images and
human’ s “deep inwardness” in the realm of unconsciousness, and thus pulls the hu-
man subject hidden behind the natural images and makes the human images absent
thoroughly or partially.
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tivity
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